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In the search for that authority which seems indispensable to 

all religious thought, appeal is generally made among Christians 

to the Bible. Indeed, such an appeal may be 

Criticism and regarded as universal. For, while it is true that a large 
the Authority ° . . . , 

Of r//f B/B/.f branch of Christians hold tradition to be of equal 

authority with the Scripture, and the deliverance of 

the pope, when acting in his official capacity and with reference 

to religious matters, to be infallible, even in these cases the 

supreme standard is the Bible, and if that be displaced from its 

authoritative position by criticism, all other authority is shattered. 

For most persons, also, it has been very difficult to separate 

the question of the authority of a teaching from that of its 

authenticity. It is, therefore, natural that the attitude of many 

earnest Christians toward criticism should be one of suspicion, 

if not hostility. Accepting the Bible as true on the basis of 

its authors, they look with apprehension at any questioning of 

the authenticity of its various books. Indeed, the heart of the 

opposition to criticism is precisely this — men fear that it is 

destroying the authority of Scripture. 

It is no reply to such a fear simply to deny absolutely the 

connection between authenticity and authority, and to plead that 

all truths are true irrespective of their promulgators. 

the Importance This is undeniable in the case of certain of them, 
of the Question , ,,,,.,, , 

because tests are at hand by which they may pe 

tried on their own merits. But the authentication of other truths 
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is wholly personal. Other things being equal, a decision of a 
doctor as regards a disease is more authoritative than that of a 
carpenter, just as the latter's is of more authority in the case of a 
house. So the world has always accepted certain teachings 
of Jesus as authoritative, not because it could test them, but 
because he uttered them. If once their authenticity is disproved, 
their authority is lost. The same is to a less degree true of other 
men, notably of Paul, in whom a peculiar experience warrants 
certain teachings in a way that is not true of other men. 

The question is, therefore, a fair one : Are these fears justi- 
fiable ? Is criticism of necessity a foe to the authority of Scrip- 
ture ? It cannot be denied that in many cases its 

Criticism as ^ rst resu it s are unsettling. But first results are not 

Corroborating , ° 

Authority always true criteria. Ihey themselves may be 

unjustifiable. A more careful consideration will 

show that in two particulars criticism is not, and cannot be, 

hostile to scriptural authority. 

1. On the one hand, criticism, so far from undermining, has 
actually corroborated the authority of the Bible. This is true at 
the very center of Christianity — the persons and teachings cf 
Christ and Paul. Here, where more than in any other place 
authenticity lies below authority, criticism has largely remade 
the foundations of confidence. The historical character of Jesus, 
his personality, the authenticity of his teachings, his death and 
subsequent manifestations, the conversion of Paul, the authen- 
ticity of his most important letters — all these are far more 
credible today than a half century since, as the result of criti- 
cism. The same is equally true of prophets like Jeremiah, 
Hosea, and the real Isaiah. Indeed, criticism, by more accu- 
rately describing its relations with its times, has given altogether 
new significance and credibility to prophetic teaching. And if 
more credible, then more authoritative. 

2. On the other hand, criticism, in questioning or in disprov- 
ing the authenticity of certain books or parts of books, and in 
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separating books formerly regarded as homogeneous into con- 
stituent documents, may seem to have thereby lessened the 
authority of the Bible. Such is the case in so far as 

As Affecting authority is wholly dependent upon authenticity. 

the Argument 

from Expcri- ^ ut some teachings are true wholly apart from those 

5/vcf who present them. They have already been tested 

and always approved by experience. In some 
cases such experience is a man's own. A truth is known 
to be truth, because, to use Coleridge's phrase, it has " found " 
a man. In a wider fashion, also, as one watches the working of 
teachings among men in general, the fact that when once they 
are put into operation they are found to produce certain desir- 
able results is sufficient to lead one to make them authoritative 
for one's self. Indeed, it is possible to apply this test of expe- 
rience to most of the teaching of the Old Testament, and thus 
to arrive at a conviction as to its applicability to modern life. 
Truths thus established can no more be shaken by the discovery 
that they were not uttered by the men whose names they bear 
than the law of gravitation would be affected should it appear 
that it was discovered by some other man than Newton. In 
fact, so far as such teachings are concerned, the question of the 
authorship of biblical books, considered in itself, is hardly more 
than a matter of archaeology. 

But what, then, shall be said concerning those portions of the 
Scriptures whose authenticity has been affected by criticism, and 
which contain teaching which is of such a nature as not possibly 
to be tested by experience ? Can they still be said to be authori- 
tative ? 

To this it may be replied that the case here is somewhat 
similar to that of teaching accepted upon the basis of its pro- 
pounder's character. As the teacher gives authority to the 
teaching, so the recognition, either through one's own experi- 
ence 'or through that of other men, of the truth of a teaching 
contained in a document whose author is unknown becomes the 
basis of a sort of induction that leads to the conviction that 
more of the document's contents is true. Such a conviction 
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supplements that already reached and becomes a " working 
hypothesis," which is authoritative for action until larger light 
come. 

If all this is true, it cannot be said that criticism is necessarily 

in its effect hostile to the authority of Scripture. It does tend 

to bring into clearer relief that which the New Tes- 

Conclusion: tament teaches, and which the church has always 
Total Effect .... . . .... 

of Criticism held, and more or less consistently applied, viz.: 

that all Scripture is not equally authoritative for 
men of today. It does tend to emphasize the necessity of 
experience in relation to the truth of the Bible, and its value 
as an evidence of the authority of the Bible. It does set in 
clearer light the supreme authority of Jesus. But in none of 
these things does it tend to destroy the authority of the Bible. 
On the contrary, impartial and reverent criticism tends, so far 
as it touches the matter at all, to establish the authority of 
the religious and moral teaching of Christ and the prophets and 
the apostles. A man may be a thoroughgoing critic, fearless 
of results in so far as he is seeking reality, and yet make the 
teaching of Jesus the dominating principle of his life. He may 
be thoroughly uncertain as to the authorship of Isaiah or the 
pastoral epistles, and yet find in them inspiration and directions 
for conduct. His reason will tell him repeatedly to accept 
teaching which is outside experience because of its author or its 
intimate association with teaching that has been tested. And if 
(as may very likely be) there still remain some teachings to 
which none of these tests apply, they will be among those things 
on which, since they have but remote relation to faith and con- 
duct, he can afford to wait for further light. 



